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Everyone is a theologian of sorts. Theology simply means thinking about God and expressing those

thoughts in some way. But sloppy theology is a problem. As Christians, our thoughts about God

need to coincide with what He hasÂ said about Himself in the Bible. With his clear understanding of

the Scriptures and accessible writing style, Charles Ryrie has written Basic Theology for every

student of God's Word, from the lay reader to the seminary student.Within these pages, you'll find:A

systematic overview of the Bible's major doctrines, including God, the Bible, the Holy Spirit, Jesus

Christ, the church, Satan, sin, salvation, man, angels, demons, events to come, and moreA glossary

of theological termsA list of key Scripture passages for the study of theologyFeaturing charts,

definitions, and Scripture and subject indices, Basic Theology will give you a clear and

comprehensive picture of Ryrie's approach to systematic theology. Its 94 chapters are arranged in

outline style for easy reference. Considerable emphasis is given to explaining the dispensational

view of the end times.
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I finished reading Basic Theology in 1991 right after I returned from Iraq. After Bible College and

Seminary we pastors sometimes accidentally reccomend resources that are out of the reach of

many of our parishoners. This one is an exception! Have no fear of reccomending this text for

anyone, especially new believers (and young people who are seeking to understand the Bible.)

When I baptize a new believer I purchase them a Ryrie study Bible. It is not that I endorse all that

Ryrie teaches, but the consistancy he brings in his study Bible is helpful. Besides, if this book is



purchased as a companion to The Ryrie Study Bible, Ryrie's bias can be compensated for since it is

known.R. Bultmann (proving a broken clock is right twice daily) once said that "presuppositionless

exegesis is impossible." To understand the presuppositions behind the Ryrie Study Bible examining

Basic Theology has no second!Dr. Robert Stein once said in Hermeneutics class that everyone

should learn one system of Theology as a touch stone to compare all other systems one

encounters. For a young Christian this is a perfect example of a touch stone to enter into dialogue

with other systems of Theology.Several high school students were so impressed with (in a previous

church) that they saved their allowances and each bought a copy. They were not disappointed. It

was exciting that they were able to begin to access the Bible in a systematic manner. Ryrie puts it

all together, in a readable format.If you are looking for a present to give on Epiphany Sunday this is

an excellent gift. The value of the ease of reading cannot be stressed enough! This was part of his

goal in writing and he accomplishes this and his other goals in an agreeable manor.

Dr. Ryrie's "Popular Systematic Guide to Understanding Biblical Truth" is indeed one of best "basic"

theology handbooks available. It is systematic, but it remains faithful to the Bible--this just goes to

show that "systematic" and "biblical" are not necessarily at odds with each other as in some

systems. Ryrie's work is "basic" in that it devotes over 600 pages to the main areas of theology.

This makes it not only a good place for all believers to start off, but also as a handy, quick-reference

guide for those in ministry as well. Of course, Dr. Ryrie sticks to a single, normative method of

interpretation that serves us well as we look deeper into God's Word.One criticism: Although I agree

with Dr. Ryrie on most issues, it is significant to note that Dr. Ryrie refers to himself, along with

some other prominent teachers, as a "moderate" or "4-point" Calvinist. In fact, he is actually a

4-point Biblicist based on his acceptance of a modified form of Unconditional Election. However, if

you study the Calvinist T.U.L.I.P. as described by mainstream 5-pointers since the Synod of Dort,

you will find that all the "points" stand or fall as a unit--that is how they were developed.Ignorance of

this fact has lead many biblical evangelicals like Dr. Ryrie to misunderstand what each of the 5

points mean. For example, Unconditional Election does not simply mean that salvation is unmerited.

Perseverance of the Saints is not to be equated with the biblical doctrine of Eternal Security. Total

Depravity actually means total inability, etc. Actually, the author would do all of us a much better

service by simply referring to himself as a Biblicist.
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